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COVID-19 Second Front
A large stained-glass window 
will be placed this week as part 
of a restoration project at Christ 
Episcopal Church.

— See page 7

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“It’s a huge responsibility that none 
of us take lightly.”

Two outbreaks in the Western Tide-
water Health District are now tied to 
correctional facilities, but nobody will 
say where the second outbreak is 
reported

— See page 4

Volume 101 Number 28

— Isle of Wight County Schools Board 
Chairwoman Jackie Carr

Speaking about the decision to reopen schools 

Staff photo by Frederic Lee
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11

Volume 101 Number 9

Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 

lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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We’re OPEN by Appointment Only

By Nate Delesline III
Staff writer

Isle of Wight County Schools 
officials expect to decide on July 
30 how they will reopen in the fall.

In the meantime, Superinten-
dent Dr. James Thornton said 
nearly two dozen subcommittees 
are working on the details — 
everything from athletics and 
food service to transportation 
and communication — of how 
to reopen school this fall under 
various scheduling and capacity 
scenarios.

According to a recent parent 
and staff survey, 71% of parents 
would support the school divi-
sion requesting state permis-
sion to open without schedule 
restrictions. The survey also 
showed that if Virginia were 

under Phase 3 guidelines and 
the state OK’d Monday through 
Friday attendance for Isle of 
Wight, 70% of parents would send 
their kids to school if given the 
option. However, almost 26% of 
parents said they would request 
a distance learning option rather 
than return their children to the 
classroom in that scenario. 

Nearly 52% of about 2,300 sur-
vey respondents said they would 
prefer an alternating A/B-style 
schedule where students would 
be divided into two groups and 
attend on alternating days. About 
19% would prefer a consecutive 
day schedule, 16% an alternating 
week schedule, and 13% would 
want completely virtual learning.

And if Virginia is under Phase 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff writer

In his new role as mayor of 
Surry, Bennie Savedge is part of 
a historic moment in the town’s 
history.

Although Savedge is the first 
African American to hold the 

position, he’s humble about the 
achievement and focused on the 
future rather than the past. His 
agenda for political success is 
simple.

“Everybody knows one an-
other, everybody is kin to one 
another, so it’s just a community 
thing,” Savedge said. “The main 

thing is everybody working 
together. That’s the only way 
you’re going to have something. 
You have to pray and let the Lord 
lead you and guide you.”

The town’s population is a 
few hundred people. Its budget 
for the 2021 fiscal year is $175,000. 
But Savedge sees that size as 

an advantage — it facilitates 
connections and a sense of col-
laboration.

He credits a neighbor for 
introducing him to public ser-
vice and politics. The neighbor 
took him to a town meeting. 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff writer

A public hearing is set for 7 p.m. 
Aug. 13 to receive comment on the 
future of Surry County’s Confeder-
ate monument. The hearing will 
be conducted virtually to facilitate 
social distancing in the midst of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Effective July 1, the General As-
sembly granted local governments 
the authority to remove, relocate 
or add context to Confederate 
war memorials and monuments. 
Calls to remove Confederate mon-
uments have escalated following 
the May 25 death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. In some instances, 
the public has damaged or torn 
down monuments before the local 
authorities could take action.

Placed in 1909 and dedicated 
the following year, the granite 
and bronze monument is at the 
county’s courthouse at 28 Colonial 
Trail East, in the town of Surry. 
The monument is about 20 feet 
tall, includes a Confederate battle 
flag in granite, and a statue of a 
Confederate soldier stands atop. 

In recent weeks, competing 
online petitions were started at 
Change.org to keep or remove the 
monument. As of midday Monday, 
the petition to keep the monument 
has 258 signatures, while the peti-
tion to remove it had about 1,250.

To participate in the hearing, 
the public may call 1-877-568-4106 
and use access code 447-043-91. 
Additional information on how 
to provide comments before or 
during the meeting is available on 
the county’s website, surrycoun-
tyva.gov.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff writer

At age 19, entrepreneur Zyreke 
Williams already has two busi-
nesses.

Like many good ideas, the mo-
mentum to start his first business 
emerged from adversity — Wil-
liams’ uncle’s death in 2015.

“For a while, I was really 
down,” he said. “I needed a way to 
express myself. One day, I made a 
hoodie. I was online, just playing 
around and when I wore it, it just 
felt right.”

So at 17, Williams started 
Heartless Apparel while a stu-
dent at Smithfield High School.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff writer

State Sen. L. Louise Lucas is 
fighting a petition that has been 
circulating among Isle of Wight 
and Southampton voters to recall 
her from the Virginia General 
Assembly — with a court filing 
of her own.

On July 1, in the Circuit Court 

of her hometown of Portsmouth, 
Lucas filed a defamation lawsuit 
against Timothy Anderson, the 
Virginia Beach attorney among 
those individuals organizing the 
recall effort. The suit argues that 
Anderson knowingly made false 
allegations against the senator 
by claiming in a WAVY TV in-
terview, and in a video posted to 
his law firm’s social media page, 

that she had incited a riot and had 
committed a felony by inciting 
violence at a June 10 protest at the 
site of Portsmouth’s Confederate 
monument.

The so-called riot, as local CBS 
affiliate WTKR reports, began the 
evening of June 9 as a peaceful 
protest, but escalated the next 
day after police arrested Ports-
mouth NAACP President James 

Boyd and Vice President Louie 
Gibbs on charges of trespassing 
on the monument. Following the 
NAACP leaders’ arrest, protesters 
began spray-painting onto the 
monument the names of Black 
people killed by police, and later 
that evening, attempted to bring 
down parts of the monument with 
a sledgehammer while others 
cheered them on. One man was 

severely injured when a piece of 
the monument fell on him.

On June 13, Chris Cornwell 
and Tommy Potter — the former 
an elected member of Southamp-
ton County’s Board of Supervi-
sors and the latter an officer with 
the Isle of Wight County Sheriff’s 
Office command staff — orga-

Senator fights recall effort with countersuit

Hearing set 
on Surry 

monument

Teen entrepreneur 
expands business

School reopening 
decision expected 

July 30

Surry mayor makes history

• See SENATOR, p. 5

• See MAYOR, p. 6

• See SCHOOL, p. 6

• See BUSINESS, p. 6

Bennie Savedge, left, is sworn in as mayor of the town of Surry on June 25 by Surry County Circuit Court Clerk Gail Clayton. 

(Submitted photo)

Zyreke Williams, a Smithfield native, started an apparel business 
at age 17. He recently purchased Titan Mobile Home Supplies in 
Carrollton and will assume operation of that business along with 
several family members. (Nate Delesline III/The Smithfield Times)
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