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ISLE

CHOICE® ACCOUNTABILITY ® RURAL HERITAGE
EXCELLENCE @SERVICE

IsleCares.com is a website hosted by Isle of
Wight County providing relevant information
and up-to-date county news. Sign up on
IsleCares.com to receive the maonthly “lsle
Cares” e-newsletter.

Want to comment on an experience you've had with the county? With
the online CARE CARD, citizens can provide feedback on their
experiences with county staff and services. Printed cards are also
available at county offices. Just fill out the card, drop it off or mail
it, and the appropriate staff member will respond to your
concerns or questians, or pass along your comments.

NEWTO
THE COUNTY?

The Isle of Wight County
MNewcomer's Guide provides
all the informarion those who
are new to the area and
residents need on county
Lervices, recreational
opportunitics, clected
officials, utlities, emergency

services, and much maore.
S e et ST The guide is available at the
; ) county complex or it can be
downloaded from the
county’s website.

IWUS.net
757.357.3191
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DISTRICT 1 (FORMERLY
SMITHFIELD DISTRICT)
Renee Rountree

REFUSE & RECYCLING CENTERS

Hours: Mon. & Tues, Thurs. - Sat. 7 am — 7 pm
Sun. i pm — 7 pm, closed Wed

® VYWrenns Mill R&R Center, Smithfield 3561040
@ |ones Creek R&R Center, Carrollton 356.1037
® Carroll Bridge R&R Center, VWindsor 356.1018
® Suave Mill R&R Center, Windsor 242 3597
® Carrsville R&R Center, 516.2851
® Camptown RE&R Center, Franklin 5162850
® Crocler R&R Center, Windsor 356.1026
@® Walters R&R Center, Carrsville 516.2852

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY PARKS

® Camptown Park
@ Heritage Park
@® Jones Creelk Boar Ramp

® Joyner's Bridge Boat Ramp

® Nike Park

@ Riverview Park

® Robinson Parle

@ Tyler's Beach Boat Ramp, Harbor & Public Beach
@ fFort Boykin Historic Park

@ Historic Fort Huger
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ENU-SHINE

- \Genuine Spritljfeeld Sparkles jor the S eason(t

along Main and Grace Streets and featuring floats,
marching bands, dance troupes, animals and more!

Cloed Wight Oul

Thursday, December 14 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.
at participating shops & restaurants. Your favorite
downtown merchants will be open late for last
minute holiday sales & specials!

2 ; — Saturday, December 16, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
| 1 Smithfield Farmers Market’s Holiday Markets

e L :; feature baked goods, craft items, specialty
Night:Ovt
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A life well lived

Penning this quarterly column is usually a happy,
upbeat exercise, reflective of what Slice of Smithfield
seeks to be for a wonderful community.

This December day finds us quite sad, news having
arrived of the passing of award-winning photojournal-
ist John H. Sheally II, whose pictures have graced the
pages of our magazine for the past three years. Images
from his last Slice assignment, a feature on vinyl record
collector Jon Hartley, appear on the pages herein.

John, who closed the book on his lengthy career
at age 80, was gifted a Brownie camera at 8 years old,
inspiring his dream of being a photojournalist
and chronicling his community and world. He
was still in high school in Hopewell when he
first shot photos for the local newspaper.

Tenure as an aerial photographer in the

Navy and a stint at the Petersburg newspaper
preceded a long career at the Virginian-Pilot. Jon Hartley has more than 6,000 albums in his private collection in addition to the hundreds he sells in his boutique in the
John became a recognizable face throughout Hamtown Mercantile in downtown Smithfield.
Tidewater, including Smithfield, where he
loved to visit.

“You can’t find good stories sitting in the

Award-winning photojournalist
oJohn H. Sheally I

newsroom” was John’s motto. The man never

sat still. Away from work, John buried himself
in his hobbies, including Morgan sports cars.
He was an internationally recognized expert on the British marque, publishing
several books about Morgans. He owned and raced a medley of classic Mor-
gans himself for 40 years, traveling to the competitions in his restored black
1939 Chevrolet grain bed truck/turned race car hauler.

But photojournalism was his calling. Even after leaving the Pilot, John
continued a busy schedule as a freelancer with writing sidekick Phyllis Speidell.
They found time to write for our magazine even while writing and illustrating
books about Tidewater people and institutions. John was blessed to be in the

small ranks of people who find their vocation early in life and keep doing it
until the end.
The day Slice magazine hit the streets four times a year was one of John’s

Full Circle

favorites. We'll miss seeing him coming up the sidewalk and hearing the famil-
Opera singer Adam Richardson, a 2005 Smithfield High graduate, has come a long way since his elementary school

music teacher selected him to sing “Home on the Range” in front of the school. He's now performing on much bigger
stages.

iar question, “Is it here yet?”
Rest in peace, my friend.

Steve Stewart

ON THE COVER: Nora Bender got some face time with Santa at the Isle of Wight County Museum’s “Evening with St.
Nick” in November.
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Your trusted source for insurance since 1953
We’re independent & represent over 40 insurance companies.
Let us review your current home, auto, life & business insurance
policies; find savings and better coverages.

757-357-4456 « www.wallsins.com
1018 S Church St. Smithfield, VA 23430

SAINS

NANSEMOND-SUFFOLK ACADEMY

Naws

PRE-K (AGE 2) - GRABE 12

www.nsacademy.org | (757) 539-8789 B ol oF

ARETHA

PORTRAIT OF ARETHA | JANUARY 17

Nansemond-Suffolk Academy admits qualified students without regard to race, color, ethnic
background, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, handicapped status or religion.

SUFFOLK

PARKS & RECRFATION

'-;H FESTIVAL
ﬁ LIGHTS

Dr. Robert Baer Dr. Kevin DeHart Dr. james Bota Dr. Tara Buehler Dr. Charlene Oldfield Amy Volkmann, PA-C

General Dermatology | MOHS Surgery

Cosmetic Dermatology | Dermatopathology SLEEPY HOLE PARK

4616 SLEEPY HOLE RD.,
SUFFOLK
5TO 9 P.M.

FREE ADMISSION!

FRI. - SUN., NOV. 24-26
THURS. - SUN., ’NOV. 30 - DEC. 3
DAILY, DEC.7-25
THURS. -SUN DEC. 28-31

FOR MORE INFO. CONTACT: f, '-
. - (757)514-7267 OR « .
.-SSLATE@_SUFFOLKVA.US v

PA i]% E R ADDITIONAL OFFICES IN:

] R p ATOLOGY CHESAPEAKE - NORFOLK « VIRGINIA BEACH Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts

110 W. Finney Ave.
Historic Downtown Suffolk, VA
Box Office: 757.923.2900
SuffolkCenter.org e s R

CIA ! ] STS NEWPORT NEWS « WILLIAMSBURG

g o S
CALL 757-995-1540 OR VISIT PARISERDERM.COM = =
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Sharing the Music
and the Memories

Jon Hartley’s vinyl record collection tops 6,000

Story by Phyllis Speidell
Photos by John H. Sheally II

Bob Seger and his Silver Bullet Band
may have been ahead of their time 45
years ago when they sang “Take those old
records off the shelf — I'll sit and listen to
‘em by myself.”

Today collectors — and casual music
fans - still seek out vintage 78 and 33 rpm
records in an array of genres, including old
time rock and roll.

Jon Hartley has seen recorded music
progress from those old shellac or vinyl
discs through audio tapes, CDs, and
streaming via computers, MP3 players and
cell phones. In an era when almost any
music is instantly available, there is some-
thing special and nostalgic about those old
records and the music that, for many, as
Seger sang, “just soothes the soul.”

Hartley can attest to the popularity of
those old records. He has more than 6,000
albums in his private collection in addition
to the hundreds he sells in his boutique
in the Hamtown Mercantile in downtown
Smithfield. He and his wife, Maggie, also
travel to record shows and meets where
he circulates, visiting among the other
vendors, many of whom have become
friends, while Maggie, as she says with a
laugh, tends his booth and chats with the
customers.

‘Jon comes alive at those shows,” she
said.

“One of the thrills of a record show
is finding an album you’ve spent years
searching for, ” Hartley said, “It’s the thrill
of the hunt - like finding a first pressing of
the ‘Dark Side of the Moon’””

That Pink Floyd album, released by
Capitol 50 years ago, remains one of the

most sought after among collectors.

“You can also find oddball stuff like
the Harpo Marx album, featuring Harpo
playing the harp, that I had priced at $30
for five years and never sold,” he said. He
thought, reluctantly, of lowering the price,
but before he could bring himself to do
that, the album sold for $30 at a show in
Greensboro, North Carolina.

The Hartleys seem to come naturally to
their respect and appreciation for history
of any kind. Their Smithfield home, which
they constantly restore and renew, is an
1815 farmhouse with 11 outbuildings.

A pair of magnificent magnolia trees
frame the entry to their 10-acre property
where they raise fruit and nuts. Drive
onto their property and you will likely be
greeted by Zeus, their energetic half bird
dog/half pit bull, while their shy beagle,
Daisy, watches from a distance.

One of their additions to the house in-
cluded a den/office for Hartley that houses
some of his collection.

Record albums, all shelved by genre and
neatly alphabetized, fill the walls while the
overflow of albums is stored in several of
the restored outbuildings including the
small hay barn.

Growing up in Albany, New York,
Hartley spent two years in Pakistan in
the 1970s when his father accepted a job
to come and set up a student affairs and
counseling office at Lahore University in
Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan. Although Hart-
ley was only 7 years old when the family
arrived in Pakistan, his time there was
memorably impactful.

“You cannot understand the world from

inside the U.S.,” he said. “You cannot un-
derstand the plight of the people who can
be happy even living in lesser conditions
and always ready to flee drought, violence
or other threats.”

The Pakistan experience led him to ma-
jor in geography and planning at the State
University of New York College at Geneseo
(SUNY Geneseo.) a decade later.

The Hartleys were a musical family and
he played guitar and a little keyboard with
aband in high school. When he got to
college, he also DJ'd at the university radio
station.

Shortly after Jon and Maggie mar-
ried, they embarked, with a pup tent and
$2,000, on a year-long cross-country tour
that ended in Roanoke, where Maggie’s fa-
ther had retired. They arrived just in time
for Jon to attend a conference of profes-
sional planners in nearby Natural Bridge
- and land a job that day.

His career in planning took John from
ten years in Roanoke to Isle of Wight in
1997 as director of planning.

“I'’had always been a country boy - al-
ways like rural areas — and always enjoyed
architectural history, ” he said. “I was a
history buff and already familiar with St.
Luke’s church and Bacon’s Castle.”

Even the name of his vintage record
business, Deerfield, has historical connec-
tions. In old English, “hart” referred to a
male deer and “ley” referred to an arable
field.

Hartley also has a long history as a col-
lector - of coins, stamps and even stones.

“Sort of a packrat,” he admitted.

In Roanoke, however, he turned his

Nonlhartleyawith}
hisjmetictilous!yj

i

collecting hobby toward records, soon ac-
cumulating 300 albums and still looking.
He credits record collecting with giving
him a wealth of information that spans a
broad gamut. He became enamored with
jazz while in college, so much so that he
lost track of most rock music. His favor-
ite album, however, remains one by King
Crimson, a 1960s British progressive rock
band that drew their inspiration from a
wide range of musical genres — much the
way Hartley’s interests run.

As Isle of Wight'’s planning director,
Hartley was involved with International
Paper as it worked

through environmental concerns, He
worked with developers who were eager to
create mixed-use communities, including

the vast Eagle Harbor on 567 acres zoned
for up to 1,510 residential units. Then

he dealt with the developers of Founders
Pointe, zoned for 340 single-family homes.
It was a challenge in many directions,
including sewer and water connection
disputes. Along the way Hartley advised
on speed limits, road signage, wetlands
construction violations, septic systems
and multiple other concerns.

“People worry about overdevelopment
of the area,” he said. “But growth is incre-
mental, and planning is the closest thing
we have to managing growth. We don’t
focus enough on a diversity of options in
planning.”

When Hartley resigned from his posi-
tion of Isle of Wight, he took a similar
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job as manager of current planning in
Portsmouth, where he stayed until retiring
in 2019.

Wherever he worked, music has re-
mained part of his life and he is happy to
share his knowledge and joy in collecting.

“I was raised as a Quaker and I still
carry a Quaker ethic with me,” Hartley
said, adding that he’s not out to make a
fortune dealing in vintage records - he just
wants to share the music.

“Music transcends time and stays in
your memory,” he said. “Henry VIII, I Am’
by Herman’s Hermits was popular when I
was a teenager having fun in a wood Chris
Craft on Lake George and singing T'm
Henry the Eighth, I am’ at the top of my
voice. Still brings those memories.”
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FULL CIRCLE

Opera singer Richardson coming home to Tidewater
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Opera singer Adam Richardson, a 2005
graduate of Smithfield High School and
the Governor’s School for the Arts, will
return to his roots in January when he
joins the Virginia Opera for the production
of “Sanctuary Road” in Norfolk.

The performances are set for Jan. 26
at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m. at
Harrison Opera House. Additional shows
are slated for February in Richmond and
in Fairfax.

“Sanctuary Road,” based on the writ-
ings of William Grant Still, is an opera that
“documents stories of enslaved fugitives
escaping to freedom during the early
to mid-1800s,” Richardson said. “I am
the baritone soloist for this production.
What's most heartwarming about this
show is that while it's a story about en-
slaved people, the show's ending concludes
from a perspective that isn't customarily
highlighted when it comes to the story
of the enslaved. And that being thanks
to the likes of people like William Grant
Still, some enslaved people did escape to
freedom.”

Richardson began singing as a child
when his elementary school music teacher
selected him to sing “Home on the Range”
in front of the school. He honed his skills
by singing in the church choir.

“My grandparents, aunts, uncles,

cousins, we all sang in church, so funnily
enough, I thought everyone could sing,”
he said. “What I enjoyed then and still
enjoy now is the community I've found

in singing. Having a shared passion for
something and creating it with other like-
minded individuals is one of the best parts
of this career.”

After graduating from high school, he
went on to study classical voice music at
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh,
where he earned a degree in music. He
later received his master’s degree at The
Juilliard School in New York City, where he
currently resides.

Richardson’s repertoire includes roles in
“We Shall Not Be Moved,” “Factotum,” “X:
The Life Times of Malcolm X” and Hanjo,
among others. He’s traveled across the
country as well as to Amsterdam and Italy
for performances.

“Each of these experiences has been
rewarding in their own way,” he said. “T've
gotten to work with incredible artists at
the top of the field, and with friends, some
of whom I've known for over 20 years.
Outside of opera, I also perform in Broad-
way musicals as well. I last performed in
the Tidewater area in early 2020 on the
national tour of Cats.”

“Sanctuary Road” will be his first time
performing with the Virginia Opera.

Where Am

In each edition, the Slice staff provides
a challenge of sorts, testing how much

of Isle of Wight and Surry counties

you really know. We photograph some
location that is readily accessible and
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“I was excited when I was asked to
join this production, as it'll be my debut
with this company, but mainly, I can have
my family and friends at home see me
perform,” he said. “Virginia Opera was also
the first professional company [ worked
for as a teenager. During my days at the
Governor's School, there was an apprentice
program where older students could sing
in the chorus of a few other productions. I
had the privilege of being in two operas, so
this feels like a full-circle moment.”

He is looking forward to taking the
stage in his own backyard.

“I've had the privilege to travel all over
the country and to different countries,
and, while those experiences are amaz-
ing, it's rare that I know many or anyone
in the audience,” he said. “So, getting to
perform for a home crowd is really special.
I hope people come and can enjoy them-
selves. I would love it if parents bring their
children. I was fortunate to have the arts
in life, in various forms, from a young age,
and I know the importance of arts educa-
tion, so if this show can be even a tiny part
of that for a young person, I hope they can
experience it.”

For ticket information to the perfor-
mances of “Sanctuary Road” in Norfolk,
visit www.virginiasymphony.org/sanctu-
aryroadnorfolk.
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open to the public, and see if you can tell
us where it is.

If you know where this photo was taken,
submit your answer, along with your
name and contact information, to news@
smithfieldtimes.com. If you’re right, you
will be entered for a chance to win a $25
gift card.

So, if you know where this is, let us know.
If you're right, you could be a winner.

Go out and enjoy!

=
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Last edition’s
Where
Am |?

The Where Am I?
challenge in the

Fall 2023 edition of
Slice took readers
on a journey

into Smithfield’s
Windsor Castle Park
— specifically its
South Mason Street
entrance. Lynn

GW[NTJ?BJ

FAMILY MOVIE SERI Cole was among six
L readers to correctly
identify the location
$2 TICKETS | RATED PG and wins a $25 gift certificate from the Christmas Store.

OPEN O THE PUBLIC ¥

SPONSORED BY

110 W. FINNEY AVENUE " ¥ )
SUFFOLK, VA 23434 SUFFOLK
757.923.0003 | 757.923.2900 box office

SuffolkCenter.org
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Children’s
Center.

We are hlrmg teachers & more!!!!

Looking for a change? Many benefits including:

We have needs across Franklin, « Competitive pay

Courtland, Smithfield & Suffolk! « Small class sizes

Share your talents and work in a « Health benefits
fun, caring environment! « MUCH more!

[ -
........

Join our team now to be eligible
for a $750 hiring incentive! Apply today! 757-508-4179

careers.childrenscenterva.com FQUAL OPRORTUNITY EMPLOYER / DISABILITY/VETERAN, DRUG FREE WORKPLACE

No matter how you celebrate,
Virginia Oncology Associates sends you
this holiday season.

At Virginia Oncology Associates, we understand every cancer is unique
and so is every patient we treat. Our team of experienced physicians and
staff provide advanced care, innovative technology, and personalized
treatment options. This includes research and groundbreaking clinical
trials taking place right here in Hampton Roads, giving our patients
access to therapies not yet available outside of the studies.

SOUTHSIDE | (757) 466-8683

CHESAPEAKE « NORFOLK ¢« SUFFOLK « VIRGINIA BEACH

Virginia . VirginiaCancer.com

Oncology Associates
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Hall Electrical \/é[ / C /
Contracting O ow.

757-376-3776
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ARE YOU READY TO MOOOVE?

Reliable and Professional e 4
With over 25 years of electrical experience in
the Residential and Commercial fields. : 3
Serving all of Hampton Roads.
Reliable Electricians Generators Trusted Service 4 =
Hall Electrical Contracting We provide a thorough free :.
specializes in residential and Custom Homes consultation to explain your .
commercial services. Whether available options. With that :“ d A .
ou need a small wiring fix, g g information, you can choose the <
Iigl?ting install, or home-s?and-by RESldentlaI scope oftworkythat’s right for ;our P
generator install and maintenance, . home or business, and for your h X
we get the job done right. Commercial ﬁ
www.hallelectrical.net - = ‘ ey
| | . en rames
REALTOR®
SMITHFIELD | ISLE OF WIGHT BERKSHIRE
YOUR 100% SATISFACTION IS OUR GOAL! /Omucl/y SUFFOLK | WESTERN TIDEWATER  HATHAWAY

We strive to save you both time and money by combining experience, AND ALL OF HOMESERVIGES
high quality parts and equipment, and exceptional service. Our goal &ruing HAMPTON ROADS RW TOWNE
is for you to be 100% satisfied. We stand behind our work a 1 year

warranty of any service performed. ELLENDRAMES.COM  757-335-3400 REALTY

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service m @
marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. BHHS RW Towne Realty is licensed in the states of Virginia and North Carolina. el




On the Pagan River in Smithfield
757-357-7700 | SmithfieldStation.com
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Enjoy, oudldion dining and veluiing vvew views

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT HOTEL AND MAR[NA

THE SURRY SEAFOOD CO.

H‘“ gy A Gan e e In Surry on Gray’s Creek
- oo aia e 757-294-3700. | SurrySeafoodCo.com



